
Bike test

Epoca R60 £8,200
n the olden days 
every cyclist would 
have a made-to-

measure frame built once 
they’d reached a certain 
level of seriousness. That 
was when the only material 
available was steel and there 
was a frame-builder at the 
back of every bike shop.

So in 2016 a bespoke carbon 
bike that’s handmade in Italy 
is something very unusual 
and special. Epoca is a new 
Anglo-Italian joint venture 

with frame-builder Valentino 
Stocchero — an old name 
— at its centre. Stocchero’s 
father-in-law, Mario Bittante, 
founded La Ver Mec srl in 
the Veneto region in 1952. 
As contractors, the factory 
made stock frames for the big 
brands and custom frames for 
pros. Rebadged La Ver Mec 
frames have been ridden in all 
three Grand Tours and one-
day Classics.

After the big brands 
moved production to the 
Far East in the early 
2000s, the factory 
was struggling until 
the team originally 
behind Viner’s 
custom builds 
and most recently 
Legend got in touch. 
Now, under the 
Epoca brand, the 
factory is making 
custom frames 
again — not only in 
carbon but also in 
steel, titanium and 
aluminium, which are 
all also painted in house.

Frame
The R60 is the flagship 
Epoca frame, with every 
tube cut to the customer’s 
measurements and the 
carbon in every tube laid up 
to suit the customer’s weight, 
riding style and preferred 
cycling discipline. Epoca 
owns the moulds for each 
tube and uses Italian carbon-
fibre and a local autoclave to 
‘cure’ it. It means a great deal 
to the Italian firm to be able 
to say the frame is 100 per 
cent from the Veneto region.

The R60 is hand-
built using tube-to-tube 

construction; mitred and 
then joined using ‘wrapped’ 
joints made of around  
160 pieces of pre-preg 
carbon-fibre.

The benchmark weight is 
just over a kilo, with slight 
variations for size. 

Many of the chemical 
products that are used in Asia 
to seal carbon-fibre adding 
minimum weight to the frame 
are banned in Europe, so the 

Italian factory goes the long 
(but environmentally friendly) 
way round by using two coats 
of a primer and rubbing the 
frame down by hand — and it 
looks beautiful close up.

Specification
The team behind Epoca also 
have links with Miche and 
built this test bike with the 
Miche Supertype 11-speed 
groupset. It uses Dura-Ace 

9000 STIs and derailleurs 
with the crankset, brakes 
calipers, cassette and 
wheels all by the ‘other’ 
Italian component brand. 
Individually these are 
impressive but shifting is not 
quite as pin-sharp as with the 
original cassette.

However, criticisms of our 
test bike’s components are 
irrelevant in the grand scheme  
as Epoca will build complete 

Verdict 
If your ambition is to ride 
a pro team replica then the 
Epoca R60 is not for you.

With this build an R60 
costs slightly less than a 
Trek Madone 9.9, but it 
does not have ‘integrated’ 
components, invisible 
cable routing, Kamm-
tail tubes or a sub-kilo 
frame. The difference 
is that you’re paying for 
craftsmanship rather than 
R&D. You’re investing in 
a high-quality product 
handmade in Italy by 
a long-established bike 
building family. 

For riders who struggle 
to fit a stock size, a custom 
frame does have its 
definite advantages. 

Whether an Epoca R60 is 
superior or inferior to a pro 
replica bike is somewhat 

For
n Custom geometry
n Custom lay-up
n Handmade in Italy
n Turns heads

Against
n Seatpost needs Torx T27 
key and has fiddly rubber boot
n Tight clearance between 
little ring and down tube
n Miche shifting

TANDEM FRAME DIAGRAM

a

B

C

D

E

H

F

G

SIZE TESTED: CuSToM
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55.6cm 72.5˚ 72.5˚ 16cm 39.3cm 41cm 56.7cm 98.5cm

Distributor www.epocabikes.com
Frame R60 custom carbon
Fork R60 full carbon
Size range Custom
Weight 15.6lb/7.0kg
Groupset Miche Supertype/Shimano 

Dura-Ace 9000
Alterations None
Gear ratios 52/36 12-25
Wheels Miche Supertype 358 RS
Tyres Vittoria Corsa CX 23mm
Bar Deda Zero 100
Stem Deda Zero 100
Seatpost Thecno integrated
Saddle San Marco Concor

Epoca R60 
£8,200 (frame and fork £4,200)

Ride n n n n n n n n n n 10/10

Value n n n n n n n n n n 9/10

Specification n n n n n n n n n n 9/10

Frame n n n n n n n n n n 10/10
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subjective. If you want 
something unique that 
no one else has, made in 
its entirety for you and 
no one else, that fits like 
a glove and supplies a 
custom-
tuned, 
flawless 
ride, then the 
Epoca R60 is 
a good bet.

is also exactly right. 
Giannecchini prescribed a 
slightly shorter top tube and 
proportionately longer stem  

to keep the wheelbase 
short. As a result the  

Epoca accelerates 
incredibly quickly 

yet the steering  
is stable at  

high speeds.
As the 

carbon  
lay-up is 
tuned for 

the rider’s weight, there’s  
an impressive level of  
comfort despite the  
integrated seatpost and  
deep-section wheels.

For power transfer the 
bottom bracket area is super-
oversized, meaning very 
little flex but also very little 
clearance between the little 
ring and the down tube. You 
do need to keep on top of 
front mech adjustment and 
ideally fit a chain catcher or 
risk expensive frame damage.

R60s to the customer’s exact 
specification.

Ride
This particular bike was built 
according to measurements 
taken by Italian bike-fitter 
Giuseppe Giannecchini, as 
featured in CW May 26. As 
you would expect, the fit is 
perfect but the geometry 

Even the seatpost is
tuned for the rider 

The perfect antidote to 
identikit pro replicas?

Miche brakes
add style

Tested by: Simon Smythe | Miles ridden 358 | 
Size tested: Custom | Weight 15.6lb (7.0kg)
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